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EDITORIAL. 


To many of us it is a matter for regret that we are not able to keep 
ourselves so closely in touch with library affairs in other parts of 
the world as we would wish. With American happenings we are, 
of course, fairly well acquainted, but Colonial effort has not received 
the attention which is its due. In many places in the Empire 
methods are, in certain ways, in advance of ours—in more than one 
country the legislation has been more enlightened than it was in 
England until quite recently—and everywhere the experience of 
keen progressive librarians facing their own particular problems 
must prove of interest and value to those in the home country. 
Therefore we believe that by devoting this issue to a discussion of 
some phases of Colonial librarianship we are but answering the large 
demand for such information. 


* * ~ * 


We are indebted to various contributors for our interesting 
article dealing with Colonial Libraries, but, owing to the very nature 


of the subject, there are unavoidable omissions which there has 
been no time to rectify. We take this opportunity of sending a 
message from the Mother Country to all Colonial Librarians and 
should esteem it a particular favour if readers in the Colonies would 
forward for publication any items of interest concerning the libraries 
in their district, so that we may amplify this record and keep it up 
to date. 


* * * */” 


Most of the public libraries of the country will have received a 
copy of ‘A Report on the Public Library System of Great Britain 
and Ireland ” (1921-1923), prepared by Col. Mitchell, Secretary to 
the Carnegie United Kingdom Trust, and issued by that body. It 
is an extremely interesting and valuable document, raising many 
vital issues, and suggesting lines of development which, in some 
degree controversial perhaps, are, or should be, of live concern to 
all library workers. It would be a worthy task to consider in some 
detail the several problems included, but possibly a more useful 
service at the moment will be the suggestion that the various 
branches of the Library Association make the Report a topic of 
debate as quickly as possible. In that way all worth while discussion 
might be recorded and then in September a full-dress debate could 
be inaugurated as one of the chief features at the Glasgow meeting 
of the Library Association. 

It is perhaps not necessary to remind Librarians that great 
and far-reaching developments in the library service of the country 
are likely in the near future, and the Report of the Carnegie Trustees 
indicates at least a few of the avenues of desirable development. 
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Colonel Mitchell views libraries not maybe from a new but from 
a fresh point. He helps to correct our natural lack of perspective. 
We of the large towns cannot appreciate adequately conditions in 
the little country library ; we of the village institute are prone to 
regard the city librarian as a being apart. In this Report we peruse 
our essential relationships. We are all doing the same work, but 
our conditions are very different. And it is upon this last sentiment 
that the whole argument of the Report—implied if not always 
expressed—turns. We are all doing the same work—each our own 
part. But we overlap, we agree (or rather consent) to leave undone, 
we remain independent entities even when there is need for co- 
operation and combination. Parts of the country are reasonably 
well provided with library facilities—the adjacent districts may be 
a wilderness. “ ° e e 

Now, however we may view the questions of State control, of 
co-ordination and union of neighbouring areas—thorny problems 
on which many a wordy war has waged—no matter what our personal 
opinions, our doubts, our realisation of the disadvantages as well 
as the advantages of any new system of organisation, we must 
admit that the time will come, and must come, when we shall have 
not a series of disconnected library systems but a national one— 
not necessarily under State control, not necessarily under any 
control, not possible under existing legislation, but nevertheless 
national in that it will serve the whole country irrespective of local 
conditions and seeking to remove from the public any of the limita- 
tions under which certain sections now suffer. 

* * * * 


For example, the inhabitants of the smaller towns, though 
they pay as much for its upkeep, gain a much less efficient service 
than those in the larger towns. This is a natural result of present 
conditions, but it is not a fair position. We may not see now how it 
can be altered, but any disinterested endeavour to point the way to 
future investigation, as this Report does, is rendering a fine and 
noteworthy service. n e - . 

This building up of a really comprehensive national library 
system is undoubtedly the great problem of the future. Whether 
we advocate State control or oppose the suggestion we cannot 
ignore this position—even especially if we do not desire control, 
since it will then be essential that we should, by other means, meet 
those difficulties which provide the strongest case for a State library 
service. So long as it can be said that voluntary co-operation is 
unable to do away with the wide differences in library provisions, 
unable to eliminate waste and unfair services, the solution of State 
control—if it be a solution—will remain in the background. We 
must have no illusions. The library service of the country can never 
be made satisfactory so long as we follow the water-tight compart- 
ment system, and though the librarian is much less likely to stand 
in the way of development than are committees actuated often by 
misguided local patriotism, it is one of the functions of the librarian 
to see that his committee is kept in touch with the development of 
conditions and facilities. 
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COLONIAL LIBRARIES 


BEING A GENERAL SURVEY OF LIBRARY WORK THROUGHOUT 
THE EMPIRE. 





Tus year the great British Empire Exhibition will be held and, 
it is believed, will establish a still closer union between the Mother 
Country and her Colonies and Dependencies. Undoubtedly an 
opportune moment has arrived in which to survey the remarkable 
progress that has been made in the Imperial Public Libraries during 
the past few years. Some details of the work now being undertaken 
by the Libraries throughout the Empire should prove of absorbing 
interest to Librarians in the United Kingdom. 


Our Canadian correspondent sends us the following report of 
the library activities in Canada during 1923. 


CANADA. 

Queen’s University in Kingston, Ontario, has been building a 
splendid new home for its collection of books. It will cost about 
$300,000. A new librarian has been appointed, Mr. Nathan Van 
Patten, formerly of the library of the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology in Boston. 

The University of British Columbia, at Vancouver, is beginning 
a new building to accommodate 100,000 books. 

In the province of Ontario a half-dozen libraries have been 
built in villages and towns. 

The city of Edmonton, in Alberta, had a formal opening in 
September of a splendid building for their public library. It cost 
$150,000 and is a great credit to the province as well as to the city. 

The Western University of Ontario, in London, is about to 
erect a suitable building to house their really fine collection of books. 
Mr. Fred Landon, formerly the Librarian of the Public Library, 
has been appointed Director. 

These are material evidences of the growing interest in library 
work even in times which have been none too prosperous. The 
Library Training School of the Ontario Government, under the 
direction of Mr. W. O. Carson, is of inestimable value to this move- 
ment because we can get assistants trained in Canada and the work 
is being put on a professional basis. 

Among the lessons which we learned from the war was the fact 
that in a comparatively short intensive course of technical training 
persons could be fairly well equipped for a calling. The Ontario 
School for the training of librarians is held in the Michaelmas term 
of each year and occupies about fourteen weeks of thorough intensive 
training with a class limited in number to thirty. These are selected 
by competitive examinations from candidates who must offer as a 
minimum of scholastic training matriculation at a Canadian Uni- 
versity, or its equivalent. As a matter of fact at least one-third 
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have been graduates in Arts, and a number of such is increasing 
each year as the profession is being recognised by better salaries 
and permanent tenure of office. 

The public library of Toronto has published this year a cata- 
logue of its great collection of maps and, in conjunction with the 
Ontario Government, a catalogue of books published in Canada 
during 1921 and 1922. This is to be an annual publication, under- 
taken by the Public Library because hitherto there has been no 
catalogue of books showing the output of Canadian literature. 
It includes books written by Canadians and books about Canada 
as well as books published in Canada. 


Also, with the same co-operation, there has been issued in con- 
nection with the Canadian Book Week a pamphlet giving an outline 
study of Canadian literature not only for our own people, who are 
not a little ignorant of what is available in Canada, but also for our 
neighbours to the South and across the seas. 


An exchange of assistants was arranged this year between the 
Public Library of Auckland, New Zealand, and the Toronto Public 
Library through negotiations between Mr. John Barr, of Auckland, 
and Mr. George H. Locke, of Toronto, the first exchange of librarians, 
[ think, within the empire. 

Another inter-Dominion library movement was the collection 
of Mr. A. G. Stephens, of the Bookfellow of Sydney, Australia, of 
one hundred volumes illustrative of the literature of Australia. 
This was done at the request of Mr. Locke, of the Toronto Public 
Library, in pursuance of a plan he had of collecting in Toronto 
volumes of books which would be typical of the literary output of 
the various parts of the Empire. 


A matter of much more than local significance was the estab- 
lishment of a Boys’ and Girls’ House in connection with the Toronto 
Public Library, which has become not only the centre of the great 
work among boys and girls in that city but has had a marvellous 
influence in stimulating such work throughout Canada. The head 
of the work in Toronto, Miss Lillian Smith, was honoured this year 
by being made Chairman of the Boys’ and Girls Division of the 
American Library Association. 


The extent of the work among boys and girls in the Public 
Library in Toronto may be judged by the circulation of books, 
about 600,000, all in library buildings and with no connection with 
schools or other supplementary agencies. 


Mr. W. S. Wallace, Librarian of the University of Toronto, 
Mr. W. J. Healy, Librarian of the Provincial Library of Manitoba, 
and Mr. George H. Locke, Chief Librarian of the Public Library of 
Toronto, have published books during the year dealing with phases 
of Canadian history. The Ontario Library Review, under the editor- 
ship of Mr. W. O. Carson, the Inspector of Public Libraries for 
Ontario, has a very decided influence towards developing higher 
standards for library work. It is circulated free to members of 
Library Boards and Library officials and persons interested in 
library work. It has a mailing list of five thousand. 
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MESSRS. MUDIE EXTEND TO ALL COLONIAL LIBRARIANS AND 
OTHERS cominGc To ENGLAND For THE BRITISH EMPIRE EXHIBITION A VERY 
CORDIAL INVITATION TO INSPECT THE LIBRARY AND BOOKBINDING FActTory. 
Tue LIBRARY IS THE OLDEST INSTITUTION OF ITS KIND IN THE WORLD, HAVING 
BEEN FOUNDED BY MR. C. E. MUDIE OVER THREE-QUARTERS-OF-A-CENTURY 
aGO. PIONEER OF CIRCULATING LIBRARIES, IT IS TO-DAY THE Larcegsr, 
Brst EguIPPED, AND MOST WIDELY KNOWN LENDING LIBRARY IN EXISTENCE, 
ITS FOREIGN DEPARTMENT INCLUDES Works In FRENCH, GERMAN, 
ITALIAN, RUSSIAN, SPANISH, PORTUGUESE, SWEDISH, DANO-NORWEGIAN 
aND DutTcH-FLEMISH. 

MUDIE’S ar—E PUBLIC LIBRARY anv TRADE BoOKBINDERS. ARE 
SPECIALISTS IN THIS CLASS OF WORK, AND USE ONLY MATERIAL OF THE HIGHEST 
QUALITY, SELECTED AND TESTED TO STAND THE VARIOUS CLIMATIC CONDITIONS. 
MUDIE’S BookBINDING WILL STAND HARD CIRCULATION. 

MUDIE’S Emptoy onLY SKILLED CRAFTSMEN. 

SECOND-HAND BOOKS. MUDIE’S Export DEPARTMENT HOLD LARGE 
Stocks OF IMPORTANT AND POPULAR WORKS WITHDRAWN FROM CIRCULATION, 
WHICH ARE OFFERED In GOOD SECOND-HAND Conpition AT SPECIAL 
PRICES. Atso a LARGE SELECTION OF WORKS IN ALL CLASSES OF LITERA- 
TURE IN NEW CONDITION (UNUSED COPIES) AT ABOUT HALF THE PUBLISHED 
PRICE. 

NEW BOOKS. MUDIE’S suprty NEW PUBLICATIONS In Cotontat 
Epitions aT LONDON PUBLISHED PRICES. 


MAGAZINES AND NEWSPAPERS. MUDIE’S suprlLy MaGazINES AND 
NEWSPAPERS ON SUBSCRIPTION (PAYABLE IN ADVANCE) AND FORWARD SAME 
BY FIRST MAIL FOLLOWING PUBLICATIONS. A LIMITED NUMBER OF SUB- 
scriptions AT GREATLY REDUCED PRICES CAN BE ACCEPTED FOR 
SECOND-HAND COPIES or THe LEADING MAGAZINES AND REVIEWS. 


PUBLIC LIBRARIES. MUDIE’S wiLL, FoR THE CONVENIENCE OF SECRE- 
TARIES OF PuBLIC LIBRARIES AND OTHER INSTITUTIONS, BE PLEASED TO 
RESERVE ANY BOOKS THAT MAY BE ORDERED FROM TIME TO TIME UNTIL A 
SUFFICIENT CONSIGNMENT IS COLLECTED FOR SHIPMENT. CATALOGUES AND 
Price List Post FREE. 


t@-Don't Forget to Visit 


MUDIE’S SELECT LIBRARY LTD. 


GENERAL EXPORT MERCHANTS AND SHIPPERS 
NEW AND SECOND-HAND ENGLISH AND FOREIGN 


BooHsEt.ERrS 
STATIONERS, PRINTERS AND BOOKBINDERS 


30/34 New Oxford Street, W.C.1 


LONDON ENGLAND 
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SOUTH AFRICA. 


A Government Proclamation established the Public Library 
at Cape Town as early as 1818, and eighteen years later an Ordinance 
was passed which entitled the Library to receive a free copy of 
every publication issued in Cape Colony. From that date immense 
development has taken place in the Public Library System of South 
Africa. Grants and subscriptions form the source of revenue, in 
return for which Reading Rooms and Reference Libraries are free 
to the public. 

Although small libraries appear to exist in every village in the 
Colony, they are sometimes merely the nucleus of the Public Library 
proper. At the same time they form a valuable instrument for a 
better knowledge of all classes of books. In the established towns 
Public Libraries on modern lines are found and several highly 
qualified Librarians are in charge of the more important positions 
at the Cape. 


PORT ELIZABETH. 


Port Elizabeth Public Library is one of the oldest libraries in 
South Africa and is under the guidance of Mr. Fred Cooper. In 
the course of an interview the writer had with the librarian two 
years ago, Mr. Cooper informed him that the library was making 
great strides. It is run on subscription lines and quite modern ideas 
are in use in all departments. The classification used is the Dewey 
Decimal Classification and the catalogue is classified on cards. Mr. 
Cooper stated that although there were libraries in the principal 
towns of South Africa, the movement there was only in its infancy, 
but foreshadowed a great advance during the next ten years, and 
hoped that this colony would rival the United Kingdom with its 
library system. Mr. Cooper will no doubt be remembered by a large 
number of our libraries as having formally served in the Cheltenham 
and Leyton Public Libraries. 


BULAWAYO, RHODESIA. 


An interesting communication comes from Mr. D. Niven, 
Chief Librarian of the Bulawayo Public Library, who reports that 
Library progress in Rhodesia, the youngest colony of the Empire, 
has been slow, largely due to the fact that the country has been 
slow in developing and support from quarters to which our public 
institutions naturally look has not been so liberal as might be 
expected. The principal libraries in Rhodesia are those of Bulawayo 
and Salisbury. The Bulawayo Library was founded in 1896 and 
contains about 14,000 volumes ; its distribution of books—annual 
issue 23,000—extends to the borders of Southern Rhodesia. The 
following figures will give some idea of the distances supplied from 
this library: to Umtali, 469 miles; Victoria Falls, 287 miles; 
Banket, 368 miles. Like all the other libraries in Rhodesia it is a 
Subscription Library and receives a Government grant and a grant 
from the Municipality of Bulawayo. The Queen Victoria Memorial 
library at Salisbury (301 miles from Bulawayo) contains about 
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10,000 volumes and has just recently been reorganized by the 
Bulawayo Librarian. Other libraries receiving Government grants 
are the Gwelo (113 miles from Bulawayo) Memorial Library, Turner 
Memorial Library (Umtali, 469 miles from Bulawayo), Gatooma (204 
miles from Bulawayo) Public Library, and Enkeldoorn (197 miles 
from Bulawayo) Public Library. It will be readily understood that 
Rhodesia, with an area greater than the United Kingdom and with 
a white population (35,000) (native over three-quarters-of-a-million), 
is yet in its infancy so far as libraries are concerned, and until com- 
munications by rail and even post cart are more fully developed 
expansion of the work must necessarily be slow. However, an 
attempt is being made, and with the hope that the new 
Legislative Council under Responsible Government will be more 
liberal in the question of appropriations for work of this nature, the 
Librarian is putting forward a scheme for Library development 
within the next few weeks. The scheme includes the establishing 
of a State Library, care of archives, Teachers’ Reference Library, 
Organisation of Colonies for schools in rural districts and later for 
adult population in rural districts, aid, advice and instruction to 
the smaller public libraries unable to employ trained workers, 
formation of libraries where none exist and a system of exchange 
between libraries in receipt of Government grants. It is a 
pioneer work in Rhodesia and there are many trials and troubles to 
contend with which make the organisers wish for municipalisation, 
nationalisation, or some steady source of revenue. However, there 
is always the consolation of satisfaction over difficulties overcome. 
So far there is little as yet to tell of actual development apart from 
personal experiences, a fight for recognition, a struggle for financial 
stability, which may be taken as typical of all pioneer work in new 
countries. 


With regard to the relations between Bulawayo Public Library 
and the other South African libraries it is interesting to note that 
the nearest professional neighbours in the South are Kimberley 
(700 miles), in another direction Johannesburg (726 miles), Port 
Elizabeth (1,200 miles), and Capetown (1,362 miles). Even with 
the rapid rate of travel of railways in South Africa (something like 
25 miles per hour) it is obvious that the Librarians of the different 
centres do not get much opportunity of spending week-ends together 
or even enjoying the benefits of conferences. The Librarian of 
Bulawayo last met the Librarian of Kimberley some fifteen years 
ago, his colleagues at Johannesburg and Durban about six years 
ago, and Capetown three years ago. Owing to the great distances 
to be travelled it is readily understood how difficult it would be to 
have anything in the nature of an Association of Library Workers 
in South Africa, though some attempt was made in this direction a 
few years ago. Of trained librarians there are only a handful in all 
South Africa, and it is doubtful if it would be worth the expenditure 
of, say, £20 to £25 rail fare alone to attend at any of the centres of 
the South. 
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INDIA. 

Regarding the library movement in India it is pleasing to be 
able to place on record a considerable advance in library progress. 

Public Libraries are now in existence at Rawalpindi (2), Alla- 
habad, Burhanpur, Kathiawar, Triplicane and Ubtapara. In addi- 
tion to these there are also splendidly equipped libraries in most 
of the universities and colleges of India, the chief of these being 
Madras, Calcutta, Dacca and Bombay. 

The Bureau of Education have a very extensive and important 
library at Simla, containing over 100,000 volumes, under the charge 
of a native librarian. But all these libraries, though important 
and undoubtedly doing very essential work, are in their way in- 
significant in comparison with the wonderful organisation and 
highly efficient system of libraries that exist in the State of Baroda, 
where His Highness the Maharaja Gaekwar was the first ruler in 
India to introduce free and compulsory primary education, and 
has done much to establish libraries. In his course of travels in 
Europe and America, His Highness was much impressed by the 
value of work done by the free libraries abroad, and in 1911 a 
Library Department was established by the Baroda Raj. 

The first Director of the Library Department was Mr. W. A. 
Borden, who came from the United States and founded the Central 
Library, set on foot a system of state-aided libraries and reading 
rooms, organised travelling libraries, and established the first 
library school in India. After three years he was succeeded by Mr. 
J. S. Kudalkar, who, to the regret of all, died in March, 1921. 

The Library Department is under the general control of the 
Educational Commissioner and is State-supported. At the time of 
writing the Staff consists of the Curator of Libraries and Assistant 
Curator, ten Librarians, a head clerk, sixteen assistant clerks, a 
cinema operator, a bookbinder and his two assistants, and twenty- 
four caretakers and servants. 

The Central Library comprises the following sections, namely, 
General Office, Lending Section, Reference Section, Reading Room, 
Children’s and Ladies’ Section, Ladies’ Branch Library, skrit 
Section and Bookbinding Branch. There is also the Country Branch, 
which consists of Town and Village Library Section, Travelling 
Section and Visual Instruction Section. 

The nucleus of the Central Library collection, which now 
amounts to 98,964 works, exclusive of 18,543 volumes in the travel- 
ling library section, was formed by a generous gift of H.H. the 
Maharaja Saheb, who in 1910 made over for public use his private 
library of some 20,000 volumes. 

_ The Lending Library is on the ground floor of the main build- 
ing, and is open daily between 8 and 10.30a.m. and 4.30 to7 p.m. 
(in summer 5 to 7.30), except Sundays, Wednesdays mornings, and 

azetted holidays. During the hours of issue the Librarian-in- 

harge, aided by three clerks, is in attendance. He registers new 
borrowers, controls the circulation, and renders such assistance 
and guidance as readers may require. The circulation amounted 
last year to 96,927 volumes, exclusive of 6,136 circulated in the city 
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from the Travelling Library Section. This is the largest circulation 
of any library in India. 

Free State-aided Libraries in the Baroda State during 1922-23 
were as follows: 43 Town Libraries, 589 Village Libraries, 90 Read- 
ing Rooms, 82 Libraries with Buildings. The regulation is that all 
libraries coming under the original scheme should be entirely free to 
all, young and old, rich and poor, of every caste and creed. 

From time to time the Baroda State Department hold exhibi- 
tions, with a view to furthering the library movement, and engaging 
the interest and attention of social workers, educationalists and the 
general public in the cause. Whenever the State organises any 
exhibition, the Department is invariably called upon to furnish a 
library section. Many such exhibitions have been held in Baroda 
of recent years, the latest being in December, 1923. Similar sections 
have also been arranged in exhibitions held in other parts of India, 
such as Bombay, Gwalior, Kotah and Benares. Moreover, the 
Library Department endeavours to co-operate with Conferences 
by arranging appropriate exhibitions as in the Baroda All-India 
Music Conference of 1916, and in the three All-India Librarians’ 
Conferences held respectively in Lahore in 1918, Madras in 1919, 
and Cocanada in 1923. 

The Baroda Government has arranged for a Court in the forth- 
coming British Empire Exhibition to be held in London this year, 
and a collection of charts, diagrams, photographs and other exhibits 
illustrating the various library activities of the State will be found 
in the Educational Section of that Court. 

The Baroda Library, it may be mentioned, is an institute 
member of the American Library Association and of the Library 
Association of Great Britain and Ireland. 

The stock of books in the Central Library does not exhaust 
the literary resources of the capital of the State, which possesses a 
good number of educational, departmental and other libraries, the 
most important of which are ennumerated in the appendix. 

In this connection the public spirit of Shrimant Sanpatrao 
Gaekwad should not pass unrecorded. Over 30 years ago he founded 
in the city an excellent free public library, which, out of compliment 
to his elder brother, His Highness the Maharaja Saheb, he named 
the Sri Sayaji Library. Soon after the establishment of the Central 
Library he generously transferred the Sanskrit and Vernacular 
collections to the new library, and the English collection has quite 
recently been presented to the same institution. 


SOUTH AUSTRALIA. 


The principal library of South Australia is at Adelaide and is 
run in conjunction with the University. The Chief Librarian of this 
important library is Mr. H. Rutherford Purnell. Mr. Purnell received 
his training under one of our greatest librarians, to wit, Mr. L. 
Stanley Jast, when that gentleman was librarian of the Croydon 
Public Libraries. It is therefore apparent that Mr. Purnell’s experi- 
ence at Croydon (the home of all modern ideas) must prove invalu- 
able to the authorities at Adelaide, and his library is doubtless a 
model in a good many ways of the school in which he served. 
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WESTERN AUSTRALIA. 


The following particulars have reached us with regard to the 
Public Library of Western Australia, Perth. The number of books 
in the library on June 30th, 1922, was 116,857, with additions of 
2,588 acquired during the year. 224 periodicals were taken, the 
value of books and periodicals on June 30th, 1923, being estimated 
at £48,000. The number of volumes in the Travelling Libraries 
Branch was 15,910, and Institutes receiving books on loan were 201. 
The Public Library of Western Australia receives a Government 
grant of £6,000 (including Museum) and is open on week-days from 
10 a.m. to 10 p.m., on Sundays from 2 till 5 p.m. 


It must be remembered when dealing with Australian Public 
Libraries that in the principal towns the so-called Public Library 
is not a Municipal but a State Library and frequently performs the 
functions of both types of libraries combined. 


VICTORIA. 


The Public Library in Victoria is in the same building as the 
Museums and National Gallery, the premises being erected at a 
cost to the Government of £326,946. Including funds expended on 
maintenance and salaries, also provided by the State, a complete 
sum of {1,643,664 was required by the close of 1921. The Library 
is composed of three sections, the Reference Library, the Lending 
Library, and the Country Lending Library. The number of volumes 
purchased in the Reference Library was 4,646, and presentation 
copies numbered 2,488 ; 297 volumes obtained under the “ Copyright 
Act,” and 49,706 newspapers added to the Library during 1921. 
At the end of that year the Reference Library contained 282,103 
volumes. It is open to the public free on week-days between the 
hours of 10 a.m. and 10 p.m. The Lending Branch, which is also 
free to the public, issued 140,277 volumes during 1921, the number 
of the persons to whom the books were lent being 9,162. The num- 
ber of volumes in the Lending Library at the end of the year men- 
tioned was 39,017, of which 1,507 were added during the year. 


There is also a free library attached to the Commonwealth 
Department of Patents, which contains over 10,000 volumes, 
including the Patents Acts, official gazettes and patent specifica- 
tions of the principal countries of the world. The Library is open 
to the public on each week day, except Saturday, between the 
hours of 9 a.m. and 4.30 p.m., and on Saturday from 9 a.m. until 
noon. 

The Supreme Court Library at Melbourne has nineteen branches 
in the assize towns. It is free to members of the legal profession 
between the hours of 9 a.m. and 4 p.m. except on Saturdays, when 
it closes at noon. It is supported by fees paid under Acts of Parlia- 
ment and Rules of Court for the admission of barristers and solicitors. 

Most of the suburban and country libraries receive Govern- 
ment aid; the amount granted in 1920-1921 have been £3,000. 
Of these libraries 459 furnished returns in 1921, which show that 
they possessed 921,426 volumes; and received £82,045 in revenue, 
that the total expenditure was £75,388. 
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——__DELIVERY_COUBTER, J 
HERE is ART METAL Steel Library 
Furniture for every Library need— 
from a complete installation of stacks 
to the small but necessary pieces of equipment 
illustrated above. 
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NEW ZEALAND. 


Regarding the Public Libraries of New Zealand, it is pleasing 
to note that there are now thirteen established in this Colony, the 
chief of them being at Auckland and Christchurch. The Public 
Library at Auckland is under the guidance of Mr. Barr, who, as 
mentioned previously in this article, has recently participated in 
an exchange of assistants for a period with the Toronto library in 
Canada. Christchurch Public Library is under the guidance of 
Mr. Bell, whom many of our readers will remember was formerly 
trained at the Twickenham and Fulham Public Libraries. Mr. 
Bell migrated to New Zealand some years ago and left this country 
filled with modern ideas, no doubt culled from the splendid li 
service of Fulham. His library at Christchurch is, we understand, 
modelled on most up-to-date lines and will no doubt serve, if it has 
not already done so, as a model for other libraries in the State. 


TASMANIA. 


The principal Public Library in the State of Tasmania is 
situated in Argyle Street, Hobart. In the latest report presented 
to the State Parliament on the work of the Library are the following 
figures for the year ending December, 1921. 


“From records kept it is estimated that 122,250 visits were 
paid to the library during the year. The number of books added 
was 309, made up of 136 which were secured by purchase and 173 
by presentation. The number of books used in the reference branch 
was 12,806, and the number issued from the circulating branch 
amounted to 23,506. The Trustees are pleased to acknowledge 
the additional £200 voted last year by the Government to the 
library, but they wish to emphasise the pressing need for a more 
substantial vote, and to point out the unfortunate position which 
the Tasmanian Public Library finds itself in as regards subsidies 
from the Government, compared with the libraries of the Mainland.” 


Mr. Alfred J. Taylor spent 48 years in the service of the Library, 
thus establishing a splendid record. 


Other libraries in Tasmania are the Travelling Library at 
Launceston and a good library which is attached to the Houses of 
Parliament. Mr. John Kidston Reid issued his latest report as 
Librarian in 1922, giving the full list of additions to the Library of 
Parliament and the newspapers and magazines received during the 
year ending June, 1922. 


NEW SOUTH WALES. 


The Public Library of New South Wales was established, under 
the designation of the Free Public Library, on October Ist, 1869, 
when the building and books of the Australian Subscription Library, 
founded in 1826, were purchased by the Government. The books 
thus acquired formed the nucleus of the present Library. In 1890 
the Library was incorporated with a statutory endowment of 
£2,000 per annum for the purchase of books. 
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The scope of the Public Library, which is essentially a reference 
institution, is extended by a loan system, under which, in 1921, 
55,866 volumes were forwarded to country libraries, schools of arts, 
progress associations, lighthouses, individual students in the country, 
associations of primary producers, and to Public School Teachers’ 
Associations, and branches of the Agricultural Bureau. 

In 1921 the Reference Department of the Public Library 
contained 248,983 volumes, including volumes for country libraries 
under the lending system. The attendance of visitors during 1921 
numbered 206,982. 

In 1899 Mr. David Scott Mitchell donated to the trustees of 
the Public Library a collection of 10,024 volumes, together with 50 
valuable pictures, and at his death, in 1907, bequeathed to the 
State the balance of a unique collection, principally of books and 
manuscripts relating to Australasia, and containing over 60,000 
volumes, and 300 framed paintings of local historic interest valued 
at £100,000. He endowed the Library with an amount of {£70,000 
from which the income amounting to about {2,750 per annum, is 
expended on books and manuscripts. In 1921 there were 107,021 
volumes in the Mitchell Library, which is located in a separate 
building, opened in March, 1910. There were 18,763 visitors during 
the year. 

The total cost to the State of the Public Library buildings was 
£28,957, and of the Mitchell Library £43,118. The expenditure on 
the Library during 1921 was £25,772. 

The Sydney Municipal Library was formed by the transfer to 
the City Council in 1908-9 of the lending branch of the Public 
Library ; it contained 37,964 volumes in 1921. 

Maintenance costs during 1921 amounted to £11,226, made up 
as follows :—Salaries, etc., £6,024; books, periodicals, binding, 
and electric lighting, £5,202. 

Local libraries established in more than 400 centres throughout 
the State, may be classed broadly under two heads—Schools of 
Arts, receiving an annual subvention in proportion to the amount 
of monetary support accorded by the public; and Free Libraries 
established in connection with municipalities. Under the pro- 
visions of the Local Government Act any shire or municipality may 
establish a public library, art gallery, or museum. 

The library of the Australian Museum, though intended 
primarily as a scientific library for staff use, is accessible to students, 
and about 22,850 volumes may be found on the shelves. 

The library in connection with the Technological Museum, at 
the Central Technical College, and its branches, contains approxi- 
mately 8,500 text books. 

The Parliamentary Library contains over 52,000 books, and 
large numbers of volumes are in the libraries of the Law Courts 
and Government Offices. 
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A NEW WAY WITH PAMPHLETS 
By J. D. Cowtey, M.A., Assistant Librarian, Middle Temple Library. 





Sooner or later, however long the evil day is put off, the accumula- 
tions of pamphlets which are kept in bundles or boxes in our libraries 
must be bound into volumes, if they are to be preserved intact and 
in good order. Of all the methods of keeping pamphlets tying them 
up in bundles is probably the worst possible ; the business of unty- 
ing and re-tying the bundles is not only tiresome, and therefore 
unsuitable for a library, where the readiest access to all possible 
resources should be provided, but it eventually causes considerable 
damage to the contents of the bundles through the fraying of the 
edges of the larger pieces and the cutting action of the string or 
tape used for tying. The damaging process is particularly noticeable 
in the case of colonial statutes and other items which must be col- 
lected for ten or twenty years before enough are available to form 
a volume. In the case of pamphlets proper there is the additional 
difficulty created by the varying sizes of the different pieces, because 
until the time comes for binding they cannot be catalogued and 
sorted into groups of the same size, but must be kept in some sort 
of order, classified according to subjects or authors, in order that any 
particular pamphlet may be found without turning over the whole 
collection. Probably the most satisfactory way of keeping the 
unbound pamphlets is to provide dust-proof boxes large enough to 
hold almost any size and fitted with holders for labels on which can 
be written notes of the scope of each box, either by means of classifi- 
cation numbers, subject-headings or initials for authors’ names. 
The boxes should be laid flat on the shelves so that the pamphlets 
are not allowed to stand on their edges. An equally good method, 
but more expensive, is to use shallow drawers, similarly labelled ; 
or a verticle file can be adopted, in which the pieces are placed in 
folders, and the file is of course provided with guides and the 
drawers labelled. This, again, is a somewhat expensive method. 


The very best method of keeping unbound pamphlets, however, 
can never be a substitute for binding them, for a number of reasons ; 
the most important of these is that binding provides the best 
security against loss and misplacement, for unbound pamphlets, 
lacking as they often do a title-page, are only too often lost or 
mislaid or replaced in the wrong box or drawer. Binding is also the 
best method of preservation, for unbound pieces, whether parts of 
periodicals or pamphlets proper, wear out far more quickly than 
bound volumes. Again, the paraphernalia used for preserving the 
unbound pieces takes up more room than the corresponding number 
of bound volumes and is also practically immovable, whereas the 
volumes may be placed on open access shelves with comparatively 
little risk of loss and may be distributed in different parts of the 
library. 

It remains to consider therefore the best method to be employed 
in binding the loose collections. The usual procedure is well known : 
the pamphlets are sorted into groups according to size and in a 
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large collection according to subject matter as well; wherever 
sufficient items are found a volume is made up by arranging the 
pieces in some recognised order, either alphabetically according to 
authors or subjects, or in the order of some scheme of classification. 
It is usual and also desirable to insert at the commencement of 
each volume a typewritten or manuscript table of contents. Each 
volume is then given a number and the pamphlets are catalogued 
with a reference in each entry to the appropriate volume, thus :— 

FARNELL (Lewis Richard) Outline History of Greek Religion. 

[Pamphlets, Vol. 20.} 8vo. London, 1920. 

It is also usual to number the items throughout each volume 
to correspond with the table of contents, both as a guide to the 
binder and in order to facilitate the finding of any particular piece. 
Volumes of Dissertationes Academicae are generally treated in 
this way, and readers at the British Museum are familiar with the 
numbers in parentheses occurring in some press-marks, signifying 
the position of a particular tract in a bound volume. 

Some recent experience of this process of numbering the 
contents of pamphlet volumes has suggested to the writer that the 
plan might be carried much further with advantage, at any rate in 
a small collection. If the pamphlets were all numbered consecu- 
tively it would be unnecessary to number the volumes, a simple 
addition of the serial number to the catalogue entry being sufficient 
to guide the reader direct to the pamphlet without the extra labour 
of referring to the table of contents at the beginning of the volume. 
The volumes would, of course, be suitably labelled to show the 
range of numbers contained in each ; and, if desired, the numbering 
of the volumes could be retained to assist in maintaining them in 
correct order on the shelves, although this numbering would no 
longer be strictly necessary. Precedents are not wanting for this 
method—the patent specifications might be quoted as an example 
or the South Australian statutes, which are numbered consecu- 
tively from the foundation of the State Legislature instead of 
receiving a fresh series of numbers every year. In a small collec- 
tion of pamphlets it would not be very difficult to change from the 
old system to the new by numbering the collection consecutively 
from the first item in the first volume, and having the volumes 
lettered on the outside accordingly; the catalogue entries would 
have to be correspondingly altered. Possibly a more real advan- 
tage than the mere added facility in finding particular pamphlets 
is afiorded by the new method in the further possibility of grouping 
more closely a number of items on the same subject. In a small 
collection it usually happens that each volume must contain pam- 
phlets on a number of different subjects, arranged under the old 
system as a rule in alphabetical order of the authors’ names ; it is 
almost invariably found therefore that pieces which are closely 
related in subject-matter must be separated by the mere accident 
of authorship. In illustration of this point a typical (imaginary) 
volume of the old style may be taken; the contents are all of a 
political nature and would be arranged as follows :— 

1 ADAMS (J. D.) The Future of the German Republic. 1922. 
2 BARNES (Leonard) The Question of the Adnatic. 1919. 
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3 DUNSTAN (E.) Franco-Belgian Relations since 1914. 1924. 

4 KELHAM (W.) Federation and Nationality in Germany. 
1924. 

5 LEIGH (William) The Growth of Belgian Sea-power. 1918. 

6 OLIVER (Antony) Fiume: an Italian City. 1918. 

7 SMITH (Thomas) The Problem of Alsace-Lorraine. 1920. 

8 WINCKELMANN (F.) Upper Silesia. 1921. 

9 WOOLLEY (Richard) Monarchism in France. 1922. 

10 YOUNG (H.) The Lost German Colonies. 1919. 

It will be seen at once that there is no order in the foregoing 
collection except that of the authors’ names, which really are the 
least important feature. If the volume were re-arranged according 
to the plan suggested above, it would at once assume a more intel- 


ligible form, thus :— 
BELGIUM. 


Nos. 5 and 3. 
FRANCE. 
Nos. 7 and 9. 
GERMANY. 
Nos. 10, 8, 1 and 4. 
ITALY. 
Nos. 6 and 2. 
The pamphlets relating to each country are then grouped together 
and are also arranged in chronological order. 

In conclusion, it will be noticed that the new plan does not in 
any way interfere with the further grouping of the pamphlets into 
series, as, for instance, Scientific, Medical, Literary, etc., if the 
collection is large enough to warrant it. It is merely necessary to 
add the name of the series in making the catalogue entry, and to 
label the volumes accordingly. It is frequently desirable to group 
the pamphlet collection in this way in order to collect the different 
series nearest to the text-books and other works which they are 
designed to supplement, and thus to assemble all the available 
material on any subject as far as possible in one part of the library. 
The plan has the further advantage of preventing the serial num- 
bers, whether of the volumes or of the pieces, from becoming over- 
whelmingly long. 


PRICES OF GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS 
CONCESSIONS TO PUBLIC LIBRARIES. 








Tue last annual report of the Council of the Library Association, 
presented at the Eastbourne Conference, stated that a Special 
Committee, with Mr. Geo. A. Stephen (Norwich) as honorary 
secretary, had been appointed to consider the conditions under 
which the Parliamentary and Stationery Office publications were 
made available to public libraries. This committee issued a state- 
ment to the press in the first week of this month. It stated that 
the present prices vary from 30 or 40 to about 800 per cent. above 
the pre-war charges ; and consequently a large amount of valuable 
official information does not reach the public for whom it is intended. 
This is in direct opposition to the policy pursued since 1836 when 
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the House of Commons accepted the following resolution of a Special 
Committee: ‘“ That the Parliamentary Papers and Reports printed 
for the use of the House should be rendered accessible to the public 
by purchase, at the lowest price they can be furnished, and that a 
sufficient number of extra copies shall be printed for that purpose.” 

Until 1917 a complete set of the ‘‘ Papers of Both Houses ”’ 
could be purchased for an annual subscription of £20. The present 
subscription for a “‘ complete set of papers’ is £36, but in reality 
the cost is several times this sum, because many papers have been 
removed from the “ Parliamentary List” and are now called 
Stationery Office publications, and must be purchased separately. 
Moreover, the free list has been enormously reduced, the last annual 
Treasury grant to the Stationery Office for this purpose being the 
totally inadequate sum of £250. 

The Special Committee submitted a case to the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, and on Tuesday, March 6th, in the House of 
Commons, two questions were asked. Mr. Ernest Simon (Member 
for the Withington Division of Manchester) asked if specially 
favourable terms for the Government publications would be given 
to public libraries; and Mr. Percy Alden (Member for the South 
Division of Tottenham) asked whether the Chancellor had received 
an appeal from the Council of the Library Association on the subject 
of the distribution and cost of Parliamentary publications, and 
whether he would consider the advisability of reducing the annual 
subscription from £38 to the former payment of £22. In reply, 
Mr. W. Graham (Financial Secretary to the Treasury) said :— 
‘‘ My right hon. friend has had the appeal under consideration and 
has decided, in lieu of the existing arrangements under which a 
few publications are presented annually to some Public Libraries, 
other supplies being charged at full price, to authorise the Stationery 
Office to supply any Government publications in future at half the 
subscription price for a class of publications, as desired. The 
arrangement will apply to all public free libraries in Great Britain 
maintained out of the rates, and the offer is also extended to uni- 
versities and university colleges in receipt of assistance from the 
University Grants Committee. In all cases the supply is subject 
to the condition that the publications are not to be resold.” 


LIBRARY HUMOUR 
Collected by W. A. Briscog, Chief Librarian, Nottingham Public 
Libraries, author of “ Library Advertising.”’ 


ON BORROWERS. 

Borrowers in this instance are people who borrow books from 
Public and other Libraries. They are the antithesis of other 
borrowers inasmuch as they invariably return whatever they borrow. 
It is the function of the librarian to endeavour to please every 
borrower. Sometimes he succeeds. One librarian there was who 
tried to please every borrower, and some of this fellow librarians 
place flowers on his grave annually. The library borrower wants 
but little here below, and sometimes gets it. He generally wants 
“the latest book.” Sometimes a thousand borrowers want the 
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latest book at the same moment. Nine hundred odd go empty 
away, and say that the Library Committee, or the Librarian, or his 
wife, must be reading it (whatever “it” is). But every librarian 
loves his borrowers just as a shepherd loves his sheep. Sometimes 
the questions the library borrower asks would puzzle even a London 
policeman. Some of the following anecdotes are quite true, and 
the others are founded on fact :— 


TITLES AND MIS-TITLES. 

Confused titles are common. Requests have actually been 
made for “‘ The Sticking Minister’ (after Crockett), Browning’s 
“ Paralysis "’ (for “ Paracelsus "’), ‘‘ Essays of a Liar” (for “ Elia ’’), 
Barrie’s ‘“‘ Window in Thumbs ”’ (instead of “‘ Thrums ”’), ‘‘ Painted 
Widows "’ (for ‘‘ Windows ’’), and hundreds of other mis-titles. 

We do not, however, believe that any borrower ever asked for 
“ The Infernal Pity :’ by Hall Caine, instead of his “ Eternal City,” 
any more than we accept ‘‘ The Sorrows of Marie Corelli,” by Satan ! 
TWINS. 

One dear old lady confused ‘‘ The Heavenly Twins ” by Madame 
Sarah Grand with ‘ The Hebrew Twins’ by Dr. Samuel Cox. On 
returning the latter volume to the library she said that it was “ not 
half so funny as they made it out to be.” 

MIGHTY SEATS. 

When Sir Gilbert Parker's popular book entitled ‘“ The Seats 
of the Mighty’ was in its earlier editions a music hail patron 
inquired if it was founded on Herbert Campbell’s song, “‘ Patching 
up the Seats of the Mighty.” 


GENERAL LITERATURE. 

One new borrower stated that she had been recommended a 
certain book on Psychology, and if that was not on the shelves she 
wanted to read something on Rosicrucianism. Failing that, she 
said she had been advised to read “ Sartor Resartus,” and if that 
wasn't “ in,’’ could she have one of Ruskin’s or Haggard’s—or the 
vocal score of ‘‘ The Mikado ” ? 

A better example of a general reader could not be conceived ! 


EVILS. 

“| want a new book on Eugenics. Have you ‘G. K. Chesterton 
and other evils ’ published by Cassell?" was a confused request. 

We hope that G.K.C. will not lose weight in fretting over this 
obvious lapsus linguae. 

IF— 

“I want an English translation of Non semper erit aetas, 
please,”’ requested a visitor. 

The assistant delved into a ‘ Dictionary of Foreign Phrases,” 
and supplied the answer: “ It is not always May.” 

“ Oh, of course,’’ observed the inquirer, wisely, “I felt sure it 
was the Latin for ‘ If Winter Comes,’ or something of the sort.” 
FERTILIZATION. 

One science student was very interested in the evolution of the 
fertilized ovum, and he was anxious to delve into the mystery of 
the Siamese twins. 
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He was standing chatting with another library borrower, who 
became interested in the subject, and ultimately suggested ‘‘ The 
Heavenly Twins” as a probably helpful book. 


HOME COMFORTS. 

“I want a book on domestic silence,’’ said one henpecked- 
looking male borrower. 

He quite looked as though he did, but the sympathetic girl 
assistant tactfully directed him to the ““ Domestic Science "’ section. 


FOOTBALL. 

A youthful reader required a book on football, and selected 
‘* Footballs of Fate,” a novel. 

He had evidently overlooked ‘‘ The Passing of Arthur.”’ 


CRICKET. 

We dare not quote the chestnut about the young cricketer who 
borrowed ‘‘ The Cricket on the Hearth ’"—probably thinking it 
was on the heath—in mistake for a treatise on our national game ; 
but we have heard of “ Cricket,’’ a tale of humble life, by Silas 
Hocking, being borrowed in error. We hope that we shall also be 
believed when we say that years ago, when Dr. “W.G.” was a 
power in the cricket field, a story-book entitled ‘‘ Grace’s Visit ” 
was mistaken for an account of a cricket tour; and “ The Fulness 
of Grace,” a story by an author named Page, also borrowed in 
mistake. 

RALEIGH. 

“T want a book on Sir Walter Raleigh,” said one borrower to 
another, as they ‘‘ browsed ’’ in the Biography section. 

“‘ Who was he ? ” asked his sporty companion, “ the inventor of 
the all-steel bicycle ? ” 

BEYOND. 

“TI want one of Gertrude Page’s, please,” said one dear old 

lady borrower. “ Have you the ‘ Egg of Beyond’? ”’ 





LETTERS ON OUR AFFAIRS 


Dear ARISTONYMOUS, 

This letter is to be one of peaceful intention, because the 
Editor informs me that the number of The Library World in which 
it may chance to be printed is to be devoted to things imperial. 
The British Empire is a happy family, and does not quarrel in its 
parts more frequently than do the average members of a well- 
constituted English family. 

Certainly we are interested, even intrigued, by the doings of 
our brethren in libraries in the overseas dominions. There are 
many of them, however, and one can say very little in these few 
sheets that is at all to the point about them. We admire and even 
envy, for example, the work that Dr. Locke does at Toronto; the 
energy which the Ontario Library Commission infuses throughout 
its territory ; and the remarkable way in which Canada seems to 
have assimilated the best American library ideas and methods, 
and yet to have retained an individuality of its own. One criticism 
of American libraries that occurs to me is that they tend too much 
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towards a stereotyped pattern, and Dr. Locke has occasionally 
done excellent work in breaking away from such a tendency. Mark, 
for instance, his Branch Library planning, where here turns to the 
idea of the single great church-like room for his building. His 
children’s rooms, too, as that at the Rockmount Library—I think 
I have got the name right—are extremely happy combinations of 
the home atmosphere and the public library, which many of us 
have aimed at and have succeeded in reaching only partly. Thus, 
you see, I have embarked almost unconsciously on 
A Bic SuBJECT. 

I had not intended to write about individual imperial libraries 
because I have not the space, but things occur to one’s mind which 
are well worth talking about ; the fact, for instance, that a great 
colony like South Australia possesses a superb state library which 
is called the public library, but really possesses no public libraries 
in the sense in which we use the term whatever. In this way it is 
probably the most backward state in the whole empire, which is a 
criticism I do not like to pass on one of the most beautiful countries 
in the Empire. 

One interesting thing that will occur to all students, including 
yourself, is that our colonial libraries tend to be American in their 
methods rather than British. It is true that in Melbourne, and 
perhaps in Auckland—a very much smaller place, of course—the 
British Museum has had its influence, but in most other places the 
United States gave the key to the method. That, of course, is a 
result of the deadly inertia of the library movement in Britain 
during what may be called the Indicator era. The Indicator did 
more harm to hbrarianship than any invention has done to any 
profession in the world. That and the Id. rate limit—I scarcely 
know which was the more harmful. 

BARODA 
is in many ways the curiosity in libraries in the Empire. The 
Maharajah has provided his state with a fine central library and 
travelling libraries for the villages operated therefrom. I learn 
now that a children’s room on the latest model—that is, a large 
room combining all the departments in one, with pictures, flowers, 
sculpture and every attempt at beautifying—has been added to the 
central library. The library is a success, but it always seemed to 
me a pity that it was not organized and conducted in its first years 
by a British rather than by an American librarian. However, the 
Maharajah chose an American librarian after a wide examination 
of libraries in Europe and America, and if the British side of the 
profession did not succeed in convincing him it is its own fault. 
British LIBRARIANS ABROAD. 

It is always deeply interesting to watch our young men from 
England go out to our overseas libraries to serve in them. At 
present I can think of three or four distinguished librarians over- 
seas who are doing fine work for their cities and for the British 
commonwealth. There is Mr. H. Rutherford Purnell at Adelaide ; 
there is Mr. E. J. Bell at Canterbury, New Zealand; Mr. F. Niven, 
of Bulawayo; and many others may be named. It seems to me 
that there is a special work for British librarians to travel round the 
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Empire in library service. It ought to be possible for British library 
students to serve in overseas libraries, and assistants from overseas 
libraries to serve in our own. I understand that various colonial 
students are turning up at the Library School in London. That isa 
beginning which I hope will lead to greater and more intimate com- 
munion between the libraries of the Empire. 

OTHER MATTERS. 

I have nothing more to say at the moment on this all-important 
subject. There are, however, other things which deserve immediate 
attention. The first and foremost is the Report which the Carnegie 
United Kingdom Trust has just issued, which may be described 
in brief as a remarkable and vaiuable statistical document, with a 
highly controversial and, in many places, somewhat dangerous 
introduction. This introduction, as Mr. Jast suggests, is written 
from the point of view of the class teacher, and biased in an extra- 
ordinary manner in favour of the rural library system against all 
comers. It opens a great field of discussion in which opinions will 
differ strongly. From the point of view of statistics it is one of the 
most useful publications that has come my way of late. 

THE COMMITTEE ON ADULT EpvuCATION. 

A most careful watch should be kept on the fact that the Board 
of Education Committee on Adult Education is about to deal with 
libraries. It is marked, as are all committees of educationists 
which deal with libraries, by the fact that it ignores the librarian 
entirely. There is no librarian on the Committee. The blindness 
of the organised educational powers to the existence of the library 
profession is one of the strangest phenomena of our age. I under- 
stand that sub-committees are to work on the question, and on these 
it is possible that librarians will be co-opted. I hope this will be 
so, as it will prevent another report of the sort which gives an 
entirely one-sided view of the functions of libraries, and that from 
the point of view of organized education only. 

You see that in trying to deal with imperial libraries and with 
other things in one letter I have fallen between two stools, and 
written nothing that is interesting and much that is without value. 

Vale ! CALLIMACHUS. 
[The Editor does not hold himself responsible for the opinions of the 

writers of ‘‘ LETTERS ON Our AFFAIRS.” 





LIBRARY NEWS 


To commemorate the twenty-fifth anniversary of the Lynn Public 
Library a well-attended meeting, arranged by the Library Com- 
mittee, was held in the Assembly Rooms at the Lynn Town Hall 
on Wednesday afternoon, when addresses on the origin and growth 
of the Library were given by well-known local authorities, and 
advantage was taken of the occasion to present to the Library 
Committee a magnificent framed portrait of the late Ald. Richard 
Green, who was chairman of the Library Committee for over twenty 
years. 

The Mayor of Lynn presided, and among those present were 
Ald. R. A. Metcalf (Chairman of the Library Committee), Ald. R. F. 
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Springall (first Chairman of the Committee, 1899 and present Vice- 
Chairman), the Deputy Mayor (Mr. W. R. Sadler), Mr. H. M. Howard, 
Mr. E. M. Beloe, Mr. H. L. Bradfer-Lawrence, Mr. P. T. Chatterton, 
Mr. H. J. Rennie (Librarian), and Mr. T. E. Maw, the first Librarian 
of Lynn, but now Chief Librarian of Luton. The speeches repre- 
sented a complete historical survey of the Lynn Public Library. 


REPORTS 


CHORLEY.—24th Annual Report, 1922-3. Borough Librarian, 
Albert Singleton. Population, 30,581. Income from Borough 
Rate, £863. Stock: Lending, 9,619; Reference, 3,694; School 
Libraries, 1,248. Issues: Lending, 57,498; Reference, 2,758 ; 
Juvenile Room, 2,745; School Libraries, 20,586. Borrowers 
3,191. 

The total issues show an increase of approximately 17 per cent. The 
recently-installed Children’s Library has proved a great success, while the 
segregation of the children from the adults has been found a real advantage 
to both classes. 


Kent County Liprary.—2nd Annual Report, 1922-3. 

There are now 212 centres from which the stock of 17,433 books are 
issued. During the past year 14,355 borrowers used the library, borrowing 
117,243 volumes. This is an increase of 94,687 over the previous year—a 
most gratifying result. The total cost of the scheme was £2,904 19s. 6d. 


PUBLICATIONS 
British Liprary or Pouiticat Science. Bulletin. Ed. by B. M. 
Headicar, Librarian. No. 25. Feb., 1924. 
Included in this issue is a select bibliography on ‘‘ Industrial Psychology,’* 
with the usual lists of additions, donors, duplicates, etc. 9,369 additions were 
made to the library from Nov. Ist, 1923, to Jan. 31st, 1924. 


CuicaGo Pusiic Liprary. Book Bulletin, Query, 1924. 

A list of Dano-Norwegian fiction is given. e monthly calendar of 
exhibits, lectures, concerts, etc., and a list of additions to the Library are 
also noted. 


EpinsurGii Pustic Liprartes.—The Bookman’s Index, No. 3, 
Feb., 1924. 

A classified and annotated list of works added to the Libraries, with a 
few short notes on current publications. 

Finspury Pusiic Lisraries.—Quarterly Guide for Readers. 
Vol. 26. No. 102. Jan., 1924. 

Notice is drawn to the fact that the scene of Mr. Arnold Bennett’s new 
novel Riceyman Steps is laid in the Borough. A list of other “ local ’’ novels 
is supplied. A Reading List on ‘“ Chess’ and a really good list of Military 
Band Music in the Libraries is also published. 


GRAND Rapips Pusiic Liprary.—Bulletin. Vol. 9. No.6. Nov.- 
Dec., 1923. 
Contains a long list of music scores added to the Library during the last 
few years. 


OnTARIO LiprARY REviEw. Vol. VIII. No. 2. Nov., 1923. 
Amongst the contents of this excellent little publication are “‘ Phantastic 
Novels,’ “ Buying Books for the Youngest Children,” “‘ Library Notes and 
News,” and a Book-selection Guide, all of which make helpful and interesting 
reading. 
PittsBuRGH CARNEGIE Lisrary.—Technical Book Review Index. 
Vol. 7. No. 2. 
A record of book reviews from scientific, technical and trade journals 
received in the Technology Department of the Library. Published quarterly. 
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SUNDERLAND PuBLic Art GALLERY.—Paintings of Famous British 
Artists. 

Catalogue of an exhibition of pictures on loan from the National Gallery 
and elsewhere, complementary to the local University Extension Society’s 
course of lectures on “‘ English Portrait and Landscape Painting,’’ Feb. 21st 
to April 15th, 1924. Gives biographical details of the artists. 








REVIEWS 


PROFESSIONAL LITERATURE. 
Bostwick (Arthur E.) Taz AMERICAN Pustic Liprary. Demy 8vo, 
cloth, pp. xii., 416, illus. D. Appleton and Co., 1923. 12s 6d net 

The publication by Messrs. D. Appleton and Co. of the third and revised 
edition of Arthur E. Bostwick’s book of this title is a reminder of the great 
service rendered to librarianship, not only by this writer but also by American 
librarians generally. One thing that especially emerges from any study on 
li rary work in America is the undoubted regard in which it is held as an 
educational and social factor in the life of the community—a position far in 
advance, in this respect, of that which obtains in England. Whilst the history 
of popular libraries in America coincides in date with that in this country, 
there is no disputing the fact that there the progress has been altogether 
greater than here; that is in the general recognition and acceptance of the 
public library, not as a luxury but as a prime necessity. What America has 
already achieved in this respect this country is but just coming to. Technical 
and commercial libraries, children’s rooms in libraries, story telling to children, 
are a few of the features now being asked for here, whereas our American 
brethren have had them a considerable time. In the matter of open-access 
and card charging, now common in this country, the Americans set the pace 
and we followed. Therefore English librarians ought to be, and no doubt are, 
deeply grateful to their professional brethren in U.S.A. for much experimental 
and practical work in the development of library science. 

The work under notice, and all that it contains, will no doubt be familiar 
to the older and more progressiv librarians in England, but to the younger 
generation—male and female—those who are aspiring eventually to hold 
chief and responsible positions, it will prove a mine of information and inspira- 
tion. As a matter of fact it does for American librarianship what the late 
James Duff Brown’s great ‘‘ Manual of Library Economy”’ has done for 
English, nd it may be cordially recommended to all who would enlarge their 
knowledge of public library work in America. 

In the production and republication of ‘‘ The American Public Library ”’ 
the librarian of St. Louis has rendered unique service to the public library 
movement — a service that will be gratefully acknowledged by those who 
realise the vast labour involved in gathering and assembling the mass of infor- 


mation presented. 

GENERAL. 

Book AucTION Recorps. Vol. 20, Part 3. London, Henry Stevens, 
Son and Stiles, 1924. 

This current part of what booksellers affectionately call B.A.R. covers the 
period April to June, 1923, and includes 4,880 records of books sold at the 
rooms of Sotheby’s, Hodgson’s, and Puttick’s. Mr. C. E. Thomas, of Sion 
College, continues his interesting account of Newbery and his associations with 
Goldsmith and Johnson. But we miss Mr. Henry Stevens’ genial paragraphs 
and trust that he is preparing a double supply for the next issue. 

Tramerye (Pierre L’Espagnol de la) THe WorLD-STRUGGLE FOR 
OIL, translated from the French by C. Leonard Lesse. Demy 8vo, 
cloth, pp. 193. George Allen and Unwin, Ltd., 1923. 8s. 6d. net. 

This is an authorised translation of ‘‘ La Lutte Mondiale pour la Petrole,’’ 
written originally in French, which, first published in 1921, has now reached 
its third edition. Dealing as it does with the great Oil Trusts from their humble 
beginnings to the important position they hold to-day, the book is divided 
into four sections : The World's Oil, The Struggle of the Trusts, The Struggle 
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between the Powers, and, more especially, France’s part in the struggle. 
The work is furnished with the most recent statistics and includes an account 
of the negotiations with Russia at the Genoa Conference. A short bibliography 
of books on the subject in the various countries is added. 


Klickmann (Flora) MENpInG Your Nerves. Cr. 8vo,cloth, pp. 136. 
Religious Tract Society (1924). 3s. 6d. net. 

This is a common-sense little book intended for the average woman in 
business and domestic affairs who feels that she is run down and is worrying 
about her health. It deals with the cause of nerve depression, the trouble of 
strain in business, and advises the sufferer how to take care of her general 
health, dealing with the necessity of nourishing food, fresh air and simple 
suggestions for curing insomnia. There is just a tendency to bring in the 
theme of religion as an aid to alleviating material worries. 


Davidson (P. Wylie) DecoraTIvE LEATHERWORK. Illus. Demy 8vo, 
pp. xiv., 108, cloth. Longmans, Green and Co., 1923. 7s. 6d. net. 

There is always something fascinating about leather work, and the book 
under consideation, being a very practical one, is sure to appeal to all who are 
interested in this craft. Much information is given as to tools, the various 
skins to be used, modelling, embossing, stencilling and so forth. Chapters 
deal also with simple metal fittings, hand tooling, gold tooling, staining and 
tinting the leather. There is a “‘ Glossarial Index and Reference Notes ”’ 
which is very useful and the diagrams are excellent. 

Cooper (Lane) THE PorTics OF ARISTOTLE : ITs MEANINGS AND 
INFLUENCE. Cr. 8vo, pp. ii., 161, cloth. George G. Harrap and 
Co., Ltd. 5s. net-—Hyde (Walter Woodburn) GREEK RELIGION 
AND ITs SuRVIVALS. Cr. 8vo, pp. ix., 234, cloth. George Harrap 
and Co., Ltd. 5s. net. 

These two works have been issued in the useful ‘‘ Our Debt to Greece 
and Rome’’ Series, which is concerned with a dual purpose, not only of 
defining the nature of our inheritance but also of weaving into the life of 
to-day, more consciously, those elements that are of permanent worth for the 
life of the twentieth century. 


Baikie (James) A CENTURY OF EXCAVATION IN THE LAND OF THE 
PuarRaous. Demy 8vo, cloth, 254 pp. The Religious Tract 


Society [1924). 7s. 6d. net. 

Naturally a vast amount of interest adheres to a book dealing with the 
work of excavation in Egypt at a time when so much has been made of the 
discovery of the tomb of Tutankhamen. Mr. Baikie, after writing a complete 
chapter on the work of the Pioneers, devotes a section to Mariette, who was 
assistant in the Egyptian Department of the Louvre in 1849 and was sent to 
Egypt in the following year for the purpose of buying Coptic manuscripts. 
From 1851 to his death in 1881 he spent his life in a ceaseless struggle against 
difficulties which occurred during the transition period in which the founda- 
tions of the modern science of Egyptology were being laid. 

From that date until the present time discoveries have succeeded one 
another with ever-increasing importance. The explorers of the pyramids, 
work among the temples and the exhumation of buried Royalties, form along 
and wonderful story revealing the life, arts and crafts of a great nation. The 
work is naturally not a complete record of all that has been done, but it is an 
attempt to outline the story of certain aspects of it which throw fresh light on 
ancient civilisation. 

Hobhouse (Prof. L. T., D.Litt., LL.D.) Social DEVELOPMENT : 
Its NATURE AND ConpiTIons. Demy 8vo, 348 pp., cloth. George 
Allen and Unwin, Ltd., 1924. 12s. 6d. net. 

This work is planned on the following lines: An Introductory chapter 
indicates summarily certain phases of civilisation and suggests a broad con- 
nection between the growth of knowledge and its applications on the one 
hand, and the extent and character of social organisation on the other. Chapter 
II. contains an analysis of society and in particular of the community as the 
organised basis of social relations. Chapter III. examines the conditions 
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erning the life of the communities. Chapter IV. deals with harmonious 
Srclepannt, and the following chapters consider the main subject under 
four headings: the Environmental, Biological, Psychological and Social 
The author has endeavoured to show the main character and con- 

ditions of Social Development and how far it comes under the control of 


human will. 


Brenchley (W. E.) MANURING oF Grass LAND FoR Hay. Demy 8vo, 
pp. viil., 146, cloth. Longmans, Green and Co., 1924. 16s. 6d. net. 


The fact that the work in question emanates from the Rothamsted Experi- 
mental Station is in its favour, as during the past years several important 
monographs have been issued under these auspices. The question of hay 
production is of great importance to the agriculturist and the book contains 
the results of numerous experiments which have been carried on over a lo 
time, thus showing clearly the general trend of events which is often dumm 
when shorter term experiments are considered. The subject is treated from 
all points of view and the book contains excellent diagrams and tables. 


Tolstoi’s Dramatic Works, translated by Nathan Haskell Dole. 
Demy 8vo, xix. pp., 486, port., cloth. George G. Harrap and Co., 
Ltd., 1924. 10s. 6d. net. 


This volume consists of newly translated plays, some of which were 
published during Tolstoi’s lifetime and others found amongst his posthumous 
pers. The dramas included are: ‘‘ The Power of Darkness,’’ “ The First 
istiller,"” both dated 1886; “ Fruits of Enlightenment,’’ 1889; ‘‘ The 
Live Corpse,’’ 1900; “‘ The Light Shines in the Darkness,"’ c. 1902; “‘ The 
Root of all Evil,’’ 1910; and also certain short scenes from child life entitled 
“The Wisdom of Children,’’ dated 1909. Some of these scenes are merely 
first rough drafts jotted down for memoranda and never subjected to the 
slightest revision during the life of the author. The translator has had access 
to the original texts and for the first time presents a complete, authentic and 
unexpurgated version. This collection of plays is issued in a very handy 
form, and notes are given on proper names and other common Russian words 
used in the text. 


Four One-Act Prays. By A. P. Herbert, F. Sladen Smith, Beatrice 
Mayor and Helen Simpson. Crown 8vo, pp. 129, paper boards. 
Basil Blackwell, Oxford, 1923. 3s. 6d. net. 


The fact that the plays in this volume have been selected for publication 
by the Reading Committee of the British Drama League gives them a certain 
standing, as the League is doing useful work in bringing forward plays by 
well-known and also by lesser-known playwrights. The volume contains 
“* Double Demon,”’ by A. P. Herbert ; ‘‘ St. Simeon Stylites,’’ by F. Sladen 
Smith; ‘‘ Thirty Minutes in a Street,’’ by Beatrice Mayor; and “ Pan in 
Pimlico,’’ by Helen Simpson. The coloured cover design is by Gabriel Pippet, 
and the book may also be obtained in a limited edition on handmade paper, 
bound in vellum. 


Ervine (St. John G.) Tuz Lavy or Be_mont. A play in five acts. 
Cr. 8vo, pp. 96, paper boards. George Allen and Unwin, Ltd., 
1923. 3s. 6d. net. 


This addition has been made to the many works published by the well- 
known author and playwright, Mr. St. John Ervine. In this play, ‘‘ The 
Lady of Belmont,’’ the characters are most of them the same as in the “‘ Mer- 
chant of Venice,’’ and the period of the play is exactly ten years after the date 
of Antonio’s trial. The motif of the play is indicated in a speech made by 
Portia to Shylock in which she says, ‘‘ There is no hope for Jews, Shylock, 
till they have learned to share the lot of all of us, to live, and, if there be the 
need, to die for some poor soil they call their native land.” Shylock: “* We 
cannot go back, Madam—we must go on and mingle with the world and lose 
ourselves in other men.” 
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FICTION. 

Gerould (Katherine Fullerton) Conguistapor, and other stories. 
Crown 8vo, cloth, pp. 288. George G. Harrap and Co., Ltd., 
1924. 7s. 6d. net. 

The first story, from which the volume takes its title, tells of a young 
American who, from his earliest years, has been impelled to visit his mother’s 
home, Santa Eulalia. There he becomes the adopted son of the Hacuendado, 
old Don Fernando, whose pride of race is such that he expects his nephew 
to forego his Country and become entirely Spanish. The adventures through 
which Wharton Cameron passes in order to become a worthy conquistador 
under the name of Don Pablo Gutierrez, and his struggle to break away from 
the American girl whom he has loved all his life, is wonderfully well drawn, 
and the close of the story is in the main satisfactory. There are three other 
short stories in the volume, of which ‘‘ The Penalties of Artemis ” is perhaps 
the cleverest. Whilst dealing with the hackneyed theme of a man and woman 
being shipwrecked on a desert island, the working-out of the tale is so unusual 
as to make it quite outstanding. 

MacClure (Victor) UttimatuM. A Romance of the Air. Demy 8vo, 
cloth, pp. 328. George G. Harrap and Co., Ltd., 1924. 7s. 6d. net. 

This is an interesting story of the future in which a body of idealistic 
Bolshevists are enabled b~ their scientific attainments and wonderful air- 
ships to force upon the world the acceptance of their ultimatum 





RESULTS OF LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
EXAMINATIONS December, 1923 


ELEMENTARY ——— 
25 Candidates sat - ssed. 

HONOURS.—None. 

MERIT.—None. 

PASSED.—Miss I. Croft, Grimsby ; Miss M. Rae, Aberdeen ; Miss F. L. Wellington, London ; 


R. N. D. Wilson, Dublin. 
PRELIMINARY TEST. 
183 Candidates sat 65 Passed. 

HONOURS.—-A. MacIntyre, Lifford; E. Wisker, London. 

MERIT.-—-Miss E. Fairweather, Southwell, Notts; T. L. McGowan, Belfast; Miss G. E 
—-- aerate 5 Miss E. L. Watt, Dunfermline. 

Alexander, Belfast ; Miss G. P. Baylis, Stockton-on-Tees ; Miss C. Biddle, 

senkine . oF o lewitt, Leeds ; Miss B. C. Bone, Birmingham ; C. Boxall, London; G. T. 
Boyles, Smethwick ; Miss K. M. Brady, Manchester; Miss O. S. Cay, Cheltenham; A. Cobb, 
Reading ; Miss M. Davison, Leeds; A. S. Dawe, London ; Miss M. 1. Dingle, Portsmouth ; R. 
Dracup, Watford ; G. W. Durham, London ; Miss M. Ellison, Manchester; A. Fernback, Sheffield ; 
Miss M. E. Gardner, Birmingham ; Miss G. Gregson, Manchester ; Miss 1. D. Haley, London ; 
S. Hampson, Sheffield; Miss E. L. Hansom,York; Miss A. A. Henderson, Newcastie-on-Tyne ; 
Miss J. Hirst, Huddersfield; Miss E. Hodson, Liverpool; H. Horridge, Salford; B. H. Jasper, 
Leicester ; E. F. Johnson, London; Miss V. E. Johnston, Belfast; Miss W. Kenny, Belfast ; Miss 
G. M. Law, Birmingham; Miss E. McClune, Belfast; Miss E. McQuade, Belfast; Miss S. F. McVeigh, 
Manchester ; Miss B. Mason, Eltham; Miss M. "Meachem, Birmingham ; Miss M. B. Merrick, 
London ; Miss N. J. Nettle, Birmingham ; Miss E. Nicholls, Birmingham ; Miss C. L. E. Nixon 
Eckersall, Cheltenham ; Miss M. Oldfield, Manchester ; ; Miss D. I. Pickering, Newcastle-on-Tyne ; 
R. Pratt, London; F. S. Price, Walsall; W. Ratcliffe, Bolton; B. Robert, Blackburn; 
P. O'Rourke, Belfast ; Miss K. Ruddy, Belfast ; Miss E. Scarth, Morley; J. W. Slark, London ; 
Miss E. Summers, London ; Miss D. E. Taylor, London ; A. Thompson, Ilkley ; S. Todd, London ; 
Miss P. Vernon, Birmingham ; Miss E. Wickens, Wigan ; N. W. Wilding, London ; Miss A. Wood, 
Burnley ; Miss N. L. Woodham, Winchester. 


SECTION 1.- LITERARY yd 
27 Candidates sat 
HONOURS.—None 
MERIT.—J. W. Allinson, Skinnengrove; Miss J. T. Gillies, Glasgow; Miss W. A. Rait, 
Glasgow ; A. Rennie, Gateshead. 
SSED.—Miss M. Beattie, London; R. Howarth, Bolton; B. C. Jones, London; Mis 
A. McDonnell, London; F. T. B. Mason, London ; Miss M. Redding, Edinburgh ; Miss J. Rogers, 
Birmingham; E. Scroggs, Oxford; E. ‘Simpson, Sheffield ; Miss Timms, Birmingh? am; Mies 
M. W. Weir, Edinburgh; H. B. Williams, Manchester; V. H. Woods, London. 


SECTION 11. "ree 
23 Candidates sat assed. 
HONOURS.—C. C. Barnard, London. 
MERIT.—Miss E. C. Felstead, Aberystwyth ; Miss G. B. Jones, Aberystwyth ; J. V. Summer- 


field, Portsmouth. 
PASSED.—Khalifa Mohammad Asadullah, India; Miss M. S. _, London ; H. W. Elliott, 
Warrington ; V. George, Leicester; W. C. Hamilton, Trowbridge ; R. McColvin, London ; 


Miss D. E. Procter, Birmingham ; F. T. Sleight, Rochdale ; Miss M. ia Swadling, Reading. 
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SECTION —y" gees) 1 
41 Candidates sat 
HONOURS.—None. 
MERIT.—None. 
PASSED.—J. W. Allinson, Sens Miss E. Diamond, London ; W. M. Dickie, Huntly ; 
G. E. F. Goring-Thomas, Aberystwyth i W. C. Hamilton, Trowbridge ; R: F. Kennedy, Johannes- 
burg; H. W. Marr, Sheffield; R. D. H. Smith, London ; Miss E. M. Williams, Aberystwyth. 


SECTION eee a — 
85 Candidates sat 

HONOURS.—None. 

MERIT.—Miss L. A. Beasley, Coventry ; F. S. Smith, London. 

PASSED.—Miss C. A. Austin, Gloucester; Miss E. Bray, Leeds; F. Broadhurst, Sheffield 3 
J. Burke, Glasgow ; H. Burn, Carlisle; I. Davies, Cardiff ; Miss A. Deane, Liverpool; Ww. M- 
Dickie, —~ rey W. Enderby, Grimsby ; w. Hewland, Hull’; V. G. Hockey, Glasgow ; Ho} 
Sunderland ; A. T. James, Northampton ; G. S. D. Lindsay, South Shields; Miss G. 4 Lo b. 
pn By “Miss > Lye, Hove ; Miss M. McCallum, ‘Glasgow ; J. L. Nickalls, py 
R. Norman, Cardiff ; Oldaker, Birmingham ; Miss E. M. C. Overend, Le gt Sake then 
Robertson, ‘Glasgow : Miss i Rowatt, Glasgow ; Miss L. M. Scott, Hove ; T. Senior, ull; 
eT M. M. Sherwood, Cheltenham ; Miss G. N. M. Swift, London ; Miss V. B Weston, Birmingham ; 
G Hu 


SECTION V.—LIBRARY ee) —~ oe 
44 Candidates sat - 

HONOURS.—None. 

MERIT.—None. 

PASSED.—R. Cochrane, Edinburgh ; W. Cowdry, Cardiff; Miss E. H. Day, London; A. 
Dean, Hull; Miss C. S. Ferguson, Glasgow ; G. F. Foster, Bolton ; G. E. Glazier, Northampton ; 
= J. A. Hahn, London ; R. E. Lyde, Newcastle-on-Tyne ; S. W. Martin, London; A. B. Paterson, 

lion’ W J; E. Percival, London ; Miss G. L. Redgrave, Norwich ; J. F. Smith, Leeds ; S. White, 
on >. Wilding, London. 


SECTION VI.—LIBRARY ROUTINE. 
132 Candidates sat - 71 Passed. 

HONOURS.—Miss F. L. Lloyd, Birmingham ; Miss M. Murphy, Liverpool. 

MERIT.—Miss M. Backhouse, Liverpool; G. E. Glazier, Northampton; T. Hill, Bolton ; 
F. G. B. Hutchings, Glasgow; A. S. Roy, Ballymena; W. Shortle, Bolton; J. Swift, Bolton ; 
Miss G. V. Willton, London ; Miss E. M. Withers, Birmingham. 

PASSED.—T. H. Barnfield, Salford; Miss E. M. Bradshaw, Birmingham; Miss H. Brown, 
Leeds ; E.S. A. Bryant, Bournemouth ; Miss L. M. Carr, London ; C. L. Chalkley, London; Miss 
H. Clarke, Brighton ; Miss I. Cottingham, Brighton ; Miss B. W. Cowdy, Birmingham; Miss W. 
Dean, Ilkley; Miss Ww. - Depper, Birmingham; Miss P. Evans, Manchester; Miss M. G. Fay, 
Birmingham; Miss I. earnley, Birkenhead; Miss N. Fielding, Accrington; C. G. 
Foskett, Watford ; Mise’ WwW. Fox, Worthing; Miss J. Fyffe, Lon on ; - = te WW, 
Gilbert, Birmingham; J. L. Gillian, London; Miss D. M. Golton, Bournemouth ; Miss 

Gray, Glasgow ; ; W._F. Groom, London; Miss M. F. Hardy, Birmingham; 
L. M. Harrod, London; E. G. Hatton, Warrington; Miss E. M. Hemming, Birmingham; Miss 
E. M. Hobday, Coventry ; Miss W. F. Houlston, Birmingham; Miss E. E. Hulme, Man- 
chester; Miss D. H. Jenkins, London; Miss L. N. H. Jones, Birmingham; W. T. Kelly, 
London; Miss C. Knowles, Glasgow; Miss I. McMullen, London; J. W. March, Exeter ; 
Miss C. M. Matthews, Wolverhampton ; Miss A. Meller, Manchester ; E. L. Newman, London ; 
J. G. O'Leary, London ; S. E. Overal, London ; Miss D. Powell, Birmingham ; Miss A. R. Preater, 
London ; J. B. Purdie, Glasgow ; S. J. Rutter, London; R. C. Sayell, Watford ; _ = — 
Bolton ; Miss E. Skilling, Belfast ; S. Snaith, Kendal ; Miss B. Stukins, Radcliffe ; aie | 
London ; Miss F. L. Toone, Leamington ; Miss D. M. Tre velyan, Birmingham ; Miss ES x Gene 
London ; Miss M. F. Vincent, Birmingham ; Miss M. V. Walker, "Huddersfield ; Miss M. é ‘Watson, 
Brighton ; Miss M. W. Weir, Edinburgh ; Miss W. Willshaw, Manchester ; W. J. Wood, London. 


Tue Fifth Summer School of the University of London School of 
Librarianship will be held, with the co-operation of the Library 
Association and of the Association of Assistant Librarians, at 
Brussels during the fortnight July 14th to 26th. The Institut des 
Hautes Etudes de Belgique has kindly and courteously put at the 
disposal of the School rooms for lectures and class-rooms. Lectures 
will take place, as far as possible, in the morning and early after- 
noon, after which visits will be arranged to take place to the principal 
Belgian libraries, to museums and art galleries and other places of 
interest. 

The fee will be Two Guineas for the course (One Guinea to 
students of the School, to members of the Library Association, and 
to members of the Association of Assistant Librarians). 

Arrangements are being made for hostel accommodation and 
for reduced fares. Full particulars can be obtained from the 
Secretary of University College, London, W.C.1. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 
To the Eprror, The Library World. 
SIR, 

In “ Letters on our Affairs’ in the December number of The 
Library World Eratosthenes compares the issues and stock of 
five public libraries, including the figures for the Tottenham 
Libraries. In the course of his comments he asks if the figure for 
the year’s issue at Tottenham includes the school libraries’ issues, 
and, if so, how the latter are compiled. The total issue, 929,657, 
for the year 1922-3 is made up as follows :— 

Central Lending Department... 174,444 ... Stock 25,362 
Central Reference Department ... 28,559 ... 
Branch Library ove ... 134,678 ... 
School Libraries se ... 501,976 .. 

The issues from the school libraries are compiled from records 
of the books issued. 

It will be seen that the issue from the Public Library buildings, 
from a stock of 45,938 vols., is 337,681, making a turnover of 7.3. 

I am, sir, yours, etc., 
Central Library & Museum,Tottenham. W. J. BEennetr, 
January 12th, 1924. Librarian and Curator. 


SIR, 

We were interested in seeing the list of books for a children’s 
library on pages 206 and 207 of your January number. This seems 
to be very obviously an American librarian’s list and we think it 


would have been more valuable to your readers if this had been 
stated. Quite a number of the books mentioned cannot be obtained 
on this side at all. We note that you include Tappan’s When 
Knights were Bold ; we publish this book under the title of Jn 
Feudal Times. 

It is an extremely interesting list and contains some very 
valuable suggestions, but we wonder what kind of boy or girl up 
to 14 would be likely to read Tolstoi’s Where Love Is There God 
Is Also. We are, etc., 

GEORGE G. HarraP & Co., Ltp., 
Editor of The Library World. G. OLIVER ANDERSON. 


IS THE SUBJECT INDEX WORTH WHILE ? 
To the Editor of The Library World. 

It may seem ungracious to question the value of this publica- 
tion, especially as the bulk, if not all, of the labour involved in its 
compilation is unpaid, but there is a feeling in some quarters that 
the Index—as at present run—is to some extent standing in the 
way of more urgent requirements. At the moment it is costly to 
produce, always appears a few years after the periodicals indexed, 
and so does not afford facilities for tracking the most recent informa- 
tion on any desired topic. Then, with all respect for classified 
guides, the several sections, followed by the complete volume, 
appears to be a luxury that can be ill-afforded. Probably the re- 
quirements of enquirers would be both better and more cheaply 
met by one annual volume—in one alphabetic subject index— 
published as early as possible each year, than is at present the case. 
London, 1924. A SUBSCRIBER. 











THE BOOK OF 1923 
County Rural Libwerits, 


Their Policy and Organisation. 


By R. D. MAcLeop, with a Foreword by Pror. W. G. S. ADAMs, 
pp. 292, fully illustrated. Cr. 8vo, cloth, gilt. 10s. 6d. net. 


THE BOOKS OF 1924 


Music in Public Libraries : 


A Guide to the Formation of a Music Library, with 
Select Lists of Music and Musical Literature. 

By Lionet Roy McCotvin, Chief Assistant Wigan Public 
Libraries. Cr. 8vo, cloth. 200 pp. 7s. 6d. net. 








English Printers’ Ornaments. 


By Henry R. Piomer (Author of “A Short History of 
English Printing,’ etc.). 

Ordinary edition, demy 4to, pp. 304, with full-page plates, 
300 Illustrations, boards, cloth back, gilt tops, limited to 
500 copies. Price, £2 2s. net. 

Edition de luxe, on finest handmade paper with extra 
Illustrations, boards, parchment back, gilt tops, limited 
to 75 copies. Price, £5 5s. net. 


Libraries for Children. Press’ 


By GWENDOLEN REES. Dy. 8vo, cloth. _ Illustrated. 
12s.6d. net. 


GRAFTON & CO., 


COPTIC HOUSE, 7 & 8 COPTIC STREET, 
LONDON, W.C.1. 
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